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WELL KNOWN religious 
leader Joseph Strummer 
was the unlucky recipient of 
a visit from the police at his 
hotel in Southsea last 
Sabbath. The Sun reported 
that Mr Strummer said: 

“I was studying Verse 
Seven, Chapter One of the 
Acts of the Apostles when 
they came through the 
door. | went on reading the 
holy words as they searched 
the place”. 

Upon discovery of a 
‘roach’, the Rev Strummer 
and several of his assistants, 
including one Topper 
Headon, were taken to the 
cop shop and warned that 
they might face drugs 
charges. 

The constabulary had been 
called after noisy scenes 
involving some of Mr 
Strummer’s party. Joe said he 
thought the situation “rather 
funny”, and said, “| admit | 
smoke pot. | prefer it to 
drinking which makes me feel 
sick,” 

It is thought that the fracas is 
unlikely to affect the Popularity 
of Mr Strummer and his sect, 
known as ‘The Clash’. As 
Sandy Nelson said, ‘Let There 
Be Drugs’. Or something like 
that. 

Meanwhile, a Hampshire 
Police spokesman intimated: 
“Six people have been given bail 
pending further investigation’, 

It is not thought that this j 
event is in any way a publicity 
Stunt by ‘Clash’ in-order to vie 
for attention with the ‘Wings’ 
church, whose leader Macca 
was recently incarcerated in 
Japan on similar charges. Who 
would break a butterfly, ganja 
am holy weed, etc, etc... . 


SOUNDSMEN NARROWLY 
ESCAPE DEATH 
SHOCK/SHAME: Landing in 
the pouring rain at Washington 
airport for the last date of their 
US tour, the Styx plane (yes, 
the very same one that Messrs. 
Barton and Halfwit travelled in 
a few weeks back) skidded, had 
@ chunk chopped off one of its 
wings by a beacon and 
eventually ground to a halt after 
slipping sideways down the 
length of the runway. The 
various Styx members were 
shook up but unharmed — and 
was that Phil Mogg who just 
Said “Pity”? 


JOE STRUMMER: give ‘em enough dope 


bunch of silly foreigners on 
Garry Bushell by telling them 
he was Rob Halford 


OH, GO ON: Aussie band The 
Go-Betweens were having 
dinner with one of our number 
the other day, and told an 
intriguing tale. We don’t want 
to kick someone when they're 
well and truly down, but it 
seems that old bore Patti Lee 
Smith was the lucky recipient 
of a copy-of these lads’ single 
‘Lee Remick’, sent by the chaps 
as a token of their esteem. 
Anyway, when Ms Smith's 
‘Wave’ album emerged months 
later the men from the land of 
no-pooftahs couldn't help but 
notice a marked similarity 
between the flip, ‘Karen’, of 
their 45 and one of the better 
cuts (‘Dancing Barefoot’) on 
the Smith album. They wrote to 
Patti, €ver-so-politely pointing 
this out. To date they've met 
with no reply whatsoever. Our 
impartial expert has sampled 
both discs and sez: Very similar 


indeed! Isn't coincidence a 
great thing! Has Arthur 
Koestler heard about this one, 
or Harry Georgison for that 
matter? 


FROM MIDNIGHT THROUGH 
TO THE SMALL HOURS: 
Kevin Rowland of Dexy's 
Midnight Runners rang us 
very concerned at last week's 
Jaws report that his 
Management had offered the 
Small Hours the support spot 
on their tour conditional on the 
mods changing their name and 
their style. A misunderstanding 
he said. Words to that effect 
had been spoken but purely in 
jest, he averred, as he and 
Dexy’s would never seek to 
impose any such ridiculous 
demands on fellow strivers ete. 

In case Small Hours have 
never heard about jokes he 
advises them that they are in 
fact remarks intended to 
Produce an upturning of the 
Corners of the mouth and the 
emission of sounds such as 
‘Ha, ha’ rather than bitching 
Calls to music Papers. Perhaps 
it was manager Corkie’s 
Brummie drawl that put them 
off the scent though. As 
humour goes we're not sure 
we'd give it foive. 


ANDY PANDY: Is it true that 
Andy Warhol's been spreading 
the rumour round London that 
Lou Reed is set for yet another 
wedding this week? 


BLOOD AND IRON: At Iron 
Maiden‘s Lyceum gig we saw 
Lemmy rolling on the floor and 
UFO men Phil Mogg and Pete 
Way, noses twitching, setting a 
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FANZINES OF THE MONTH 
(NEXT IN A VERY LONG 
SERIES): This month’s, now 
Officially titled ‘D.McC. Award 
To Inky Industry’, goes, not for 
the first time, to Sheffield’s 
excellent ‘N.M.X.’, a rag that 
concentrates on brand-new 
bands and still reads interesting 
Also highly recommended, 
Dublin's ‘Black And White’, 
which features U.2. the Blades 
and brilliant Virgin Prunes. 
Meanwhile, keep the ‘zines 
rolling in. 


FREE PLUG: Finally, a new 
issue of the Rock Against 
Racism ‘fanzine’, Temporary. 
Hoarding, featuring a most 
excellent interview with David 
Rodigan once of Radio 
London's ‘Regae Rockers’ 
fame, the usual well-meant but 
appallingly written RAR guff 
and two very strange pieces on 
the politics of footwear. Next 
week, Vegetarians Against the 
Nazis’ ‘The Radical Carrot’ on 
the anti-fascist Struggle in the 
lima bean fields. 


ANGELIC MENSI: We hear 
that the diplomatic Mensi was 
recently dragged into an ATV 
studio for an interview with all- 
round hard hard man Cliff 

Richard to be shown in the 
Brum area only sometime in the 
next week, Sounds misguided 
to us, somehow. 


JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE 
PARANOID: D'you see Secret 
Affair’s recent ad in the pop 
papers featuring more of 
Pagey’s ‘one man against the 
press’ obsessions? 

Noticeably absent were any 
quotes from Sounds review of 
the album — surely not 
because we gave it five stars 
and thus upset his little theory 
about all the press being 
against him? Pagey, by the 
way, is surprising even mates of 
late as his paranoia and self- 
importance reach whole new 
highs of offensiveness, 

The very lovely Dave Cairns 
continues to be very lovely 
however. He's just written a 
jingle for an imminent Lee 
Cooper TV jeans ad. The same 
ad features leading Glory Boys 
prancing around with their 
barnets dyed a revolting shade 
of red. This should explain why 
the East End has been plagued 
with what looked like walking 
Swan Vestas, of late. 


LOOK OUT: Lovely East End 
songbirds the Look are 
Currently interested in finding a 
guitarist to make up their 
titanically talented sixties 
orientated combo. 

Anyone interested should ring 
Yeti at work at 01-253-3531. 
Anyone not interested wins a 
booby prize — three weeks in 
bed with Yeti. + 


UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE: 
Jimmy Lydon of the 4Be2's 
currently challenging Island 
Records to take part in a public 
debate about the band’s 
sacking (see news Story last 
week). 


THANKS FOR THE PLUG: 
Nice to see Squeeze’s bassist 
John Bentley clocking a copy 
of Sounds on the back of their 
new ‘Argy Bargy’ album... 


HOLDER ON THE 
TELEPHONE: Jovial Jim 
Baines soundlike and Slade 
vocalist Noddy Holder rang 
us up last week to moan a little 
about the negative press the 
band get nowadays. Slade, it 
seems, are currently putting 
down a few tracks and intend 
to bring out a new single in 
February before their new 5- 
week tour starts at the end of 
the month. 

The band enjoyed an 
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MAN ABOUT TOWN: Above Heavy Metal pensioner and UFO 
bassist Pete Way demonstrates his total inability to stand up 
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and Tiny Tim, alias Bon Scott of AC/DC. 


them squander their European 
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momentum. Noddy however 
regrettes rien. 

“We had to go to the States 
because we felt we'd started to 
just go through the motions 
over here,” he said. 

“Okay, we've had to start 
halfway down the ladder again 
but we're enjoying the challenge, 
The little skinheads coming to 
the gigs are great, they all 
remember the old hits. Only 
thing is if you:read the music 
Papers you'd think no one was 
coming to our gigs at all.” 


Incidentally, most people know that UFO took their name 
from the UFO Club what used to be in Tottenham Club Road, 
but not many of you young bloods know much about it, So 5 
here we go... Former International Times editor John “Hoppy' 
Hopkins opened UFO in the old Shamrock Club in early 1967. it 
soon emerged as a trend-setting in-crowd hang-out with all the 
then adventurous electronic Pop groups — Pink Floyd, Soft 
Machine, The Move, Arthur Brown et al — featured 
prominently. 

UFO was also known for the ‘happenings’ that were staged 
there like The Exploding Galaxy, Dave Medalla’s loony dance 
troupe, and the People Show theatre group, It’s even said that 
SF-scale Freak-outs spread from this humble hippy hovel. Acid 
and dope proliferated and silent comedy films, underground y 
movies, and the always changing inventive light shows made it 
a well iry session for its short-lived time. UFO fans are advised 
to cut this item out and carry it around with you at all times so 
you can whip it out and amaze your friends with your superb 
grasp of history. 


YOU CALL ME LUCKY: That's 
the name of the single by 
balding bozo and Flash Gordon 
bit-parter Riff Regan. How apt, 
for when the man was trotting 
around Plymouth the other day 
he was picked up by the 
coppers for questioning in 
connection with a murder case. 
They let him go, unfor . 


